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He also made the personal acquaintance of Thorwaldsen, who was
working on a statue of Adonis for him. Ludwig had a high opinion
of this man: 'The mantle of Phidias has descended upon you,
great man of Denmark/1 There was only one great artist whom he
avoided and that was Canova, who had raised his voice against
Ludwig's acquisition of the Barberini faun.2

Ludwig visited Pope Pius VII and thus saw face to face the
man of whom it was rumoured that Napoleon had treated him
with physical violence. And now Napoleon was a prisoner on the
island of St. Helena, and the Pope, the old man who had been so
humiliated, was raised above all men. Thousands were on their
knees before him.

Ludwig met with the most interesting people during his stay
in Rome. Madame Recamier, still beautiful in spite of her
forty years, received him when he called on her and accompanied
him on a drive through the Campagna. Then came an urgent
letter from Max Joseph, who wished for his son's presence in
Munich. The new Ministry had proposed that he should give the
people a constitution, and the King did not wish to take such a
serious step without his son. The artists, who had felt highly
flattered at Ludwig's interest in them, gave their patron a
magnificent farewell party. Under the direction of Cornelius, the
rooms were beautifully decorated. Everywhere there were works
of art, frescoes, oil paintings, and statues. Gravity and gaiety
went hand in hand, and national consciousness was not forgotten.
Ludwig was delighted. He feasted, danced, and flirted with the
ladies, but did not forget his country. 'I thank you all, German
artists,' the Crown Prince cried, with raised glass. 'May all who
speak German some day be German, and may all Germans be as
united as we are to-day/3

The Crown Prince promised himself that he would repay not
only the eighty men who had given him this pleasure, but German
art as a whole. He again urged Cornelius to start work soon on the
frescoes for the walls of the Glyptothek, which was in the mean-
time nearing completion and was dubbed by the citizens of
Munich 'the mad Crown Prince's building*.
On the i5th of May, the Crown Prince reached Nymphenburg.

1 Just Mathias Thiele, Thovwaldsens Lebcn, Leipzig, 1856, I, 326.

a See PClnitz, pp. 121, 122.

3 An account of this is given by Friedrich Noack in his Dnttschrs Lfben in
Rome, 1700-1900, Stuttgart and Berlin, 1907, and by Bibl in his Thronfolger,
p. 175, also by Ringseis, I, 526.